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in the Italian Press. c . . . Fascism protects the race and tries to keep it pure. The Italian nation possesses qualities which should not be allowed to become general property... . One ought to warn the Italian workmen who are in East Africa against mixing with the natives. The latter would be capable of injuring, physically and morally,- the wonderful race which created the Empire. The Italians' task of producing peace in Abyssinia is an entirely different matter to racial intermingling. . . . We must count ourselves lucky not to see coloured people in the streets, as is the case in other places. ... In Italy there is only room for us white Italians and our blood must not be mixed. . . . People who have not lived in the colonies have no idea what a pest the half-castes are. They are loathed alike by white men and natives, and they themselves hate both.'
Great colonial politicians, scholars of repute, and experienced colonists wrote in this manner, and everyone knew that the Colonial Minister, Signor Lessona, following directions from Mussolini, was holding the reins in a firm hand and introducing energetic measures.
Among the many new laws which affect all spheres of life in Italian East Africa were a number of decrees, regulating the racial question, which were necessary in the interests of progress.
In former days, as already mentioned, there was no particular cause for worry in this direction in Eritrea, but in the summer, 1937^ the Governor of this Province found it necessary to pronounce a decree whereby, in his area, too, cohabitation between Italians (who were now far more numerous in the country) and natives was absolutely prohibited. Foreigners of European race were also forbidden to live in the native quarters of the towns and in native villages in the surrounding districts. Further, the natives are not allowed to let accommodation in the native quarters and villages to Italians and foreigners.
Decisions of this nature at the same time represent pre-ventative measures of the kind also taken by the Governor of Somaliland, who has made it an offence for citizens of